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FEMINISM has had a busy couple of weeks. According to its critics, this maleficent social movement has been responsible for shaving Britney's noodle, knocking off Anna Nicole Smith and making a flight attendant debase herself with Ralph Fiennes in a franger-less Qantas cubicle (an aviation low point that must have also breached myriad occupational health and safety requirements regarding elbows).

Most evildoers would have been stumped by such a demanding schedule, but not the Big F. Somehow this relentless bitch still found time to wreck Valentine's Day (by rebadging it V-for-vagina day) and to force Lindsay Lohan into flashing her fanny at photographers (just in case anyone hadn't seen a deforested celebrity front-bum in the past couple of seconds). 

Bad feminism. Evil, razor-wielding feminism. 

The claim of conservative commentators is that feminism is causing the young missies of the world to deny their intrinsic chasteness and get about international airspace like a pack of absolute sluts. 

These femi-phobes say the wild drug-taking and mascara-melting partying are similarly deluded shots at equality. They reckon women should maintain the higher moral ground and cultivate something called feminine mystique (which sounds like one of those vile, gardenia-scented 1960s douches). 

Spears, it was suggested, balded her belfry as an existential shriek for help. Apparently the hairstyle equivalent of a burqa was the only way Miss Oops I Did It Again could repel the constant ogling caused by feminism's scandalous slutification of Western society. 

Blah blah uncovered cat meat blah. 

Let's get one thing straight. The trouble with this latest orgy of Pin the Blame on the Suffragette is not that feminism is being called bad names. 

Feminism is a big girl. She's used to being hissed at and is perfectly capable of ignoring the critics and getting back to the job at hand (for some reason the fight to prevent women being financially, socially and politically penalised for being able to grow small humans in their bellies just doesn't seem to end). 

No, the really irritating thing about all this finger-pointing at feminism is the reasoning. 

A well-constructed argument is a beautiful thing. It sings and seduces, regardless of whether or not you applaud its conclusion. 

Too often, however, we in the media indulge in base "this goes with that" contentions that mistakenly assume correlation equals causation. Post hoc, ergo propter hoc, is the fancy Latin expression: after it, therefore because of it. 

This lazy logic is tempting - particularly for those of us in the business of shock jocking. But without adequate analysis, verdicts obtained by such methods are as intellectually sound as voodoo. 

The chicken's throat was cut, then the witchdoctor's nose wart went away. Therefore hemorrhaging chickens are great for the complexion. 

Feminism happened, then Britney Spears signed up for a buzz cut. Therefore Germaine Greer owes her a wiglet. 

A more sound approach is to adopt the Socratic method of testing a proposition by asking whether there are any situations where one's statement does not hold true. 

Could the Spears shave-a-thon have been the result of something other than feminism? Maybe the cultures of fame, fashion and drugs played a role. Maybe Spears was motivated by the cliche of childhood trauma. Or perhaps the culprit was simple, inexplicable whim. 

Whichever avenue you explore, it doesn't take too much mental yoga to realise that a definitive conclusion is impossible given the number of variables involved and the improbability of Baldilocks herself ever offering an honest explanation. 

Gender studies students are often pilloried for referring to feminisms rather than feminism, but the distinction is a valid one. Back in the 70s, feminism was a very different beast. Back then, it was accused of making women hairy and unsexy. Now its alleged sins are the exact opposite. 

Bad feminism. Evil, inconveniently contradictory feminism. 

You'd think the least the mudslingers could do would be to offer a slightly more nuanced definition of terms ... 

Then again, the commentators who most enjoy trashing modern womanhood also tend to be some of the most strident critics of modern universities. Perhaps this is because the latter still have a pesky predilection for demanding evidence before accepting vitriol as verity. 

