	[image: image6.png]ase2 - Microsoft Visual Basic xpress Edition

Ble Edt Vew Projct Buld Dsbug Data Fomat Took Window

Start Pags | Formt.vb,Form1.vb [Design],

9 oo b

a

Community  tielp

Dta Sources -

[xeqmeoL 3¢

8 Form1

Labell

o] KbaseDataset

£ Userstindingsource

ComboBox Tasks

Use data bound tems

Data Binding Mode

DataSowce | UsersBindngsource

Display Member |Username

Value Member 1D

Selected valus [ (none)

B & & E

dd Query.
Preview Data.

) Caaneiningsouce 1) CatNameTabloAdapter

15 Usersblodpter

221 Cattlameindingsourcel

i gy e
5 o] KbaseDataset
5 4 Cattame.
catname
»
& Kbase
Responss
Pk
Tie
Keywords
Instance
FCatlD
FserD
&4 Users [v]
Username
TCNetD
»

(i

solion Explrer| lbeta Sources

Beror ]

Ready

118, 107 o 72t

Inbos - Mirosof

| &2 windons ex.

@ comecingtoa





	Topic 5 Weeks 7-8
VB-Visual Studio Express

Yr 10 Computer Science 
2006


	COS – Admin

Outcomes Covered
Unit 1A Outcome 4
Essential Content

General
Learning Context
General
Date Issued: term 1
Date Due: wk7 ‘06



Connecting to an Existing Database. 
You can use the visual tools in Visual Basic Express Edition to browse to your database and add a local copy to your project. In this lesson, you will create a new project and connect it to the Knowledge Base (Kbase) database you created previously.

To connect to an existing database

1. On the File menu, choose New Project. 

2. On the Templates pane in the New Project dialog box, click Windows Application.

3. In the Name box, type Kbase and then click OK. 

A new Windows Forms project opens.

4. In Solution Explorer, click the Data Sources tab.

5. In the Data Sources window, click Add New Data Source.

The Data Source Configuration Wizard opens.

6. Select Database and click Next.

7. Click the New Connection button.

The Add Connection dialog box opens.

8. In the Add Connection dialog box, if the Data source is not Microsoft SQL Server Database File (SQL Client), click the Change button and select Microsoft Access from the Change Data Source dialog box. Click OK.

9. Click the Browse button and navigate to the location where you saved the database, and then click Open.

10. Click OK to close the dialog box, and then in the Data Source Configuration Wizard, click Next. If prompted to copy the data file to your project, click Yes.

11. On the next page of the wizard, the Yes, save the connection as check box should be selected. Click Next to continue.

12. On the Choose your database objects page, expand the Tables node, and then select the check box for the tables (this selects all tables).

13. Click Finish to finish. 

A local database file has been added to your project. Notice that a DatabaseDataSet object has been added to the Data Sources window.

14. On the File menu, choose Save All to save 
Create a basic user interface for viewing the data in your local database.

Now that you have created a connection to a local database file, the next step is to create a user interface to display the data. In this lesson, you will learn how to create a simple data display form.

To create a data access form

1. Open the Addresses project from the previous lesson. 

2. In Solution Explorer, select Form1.vb, and then on the View menu, choose Designer.

3. In Solution Explorer, click the Data Sources tab.

In the Data Sources window, take some time to explore the DatabaseDataSet and tables. You can expand the nodes to view all the individual fields in the tables.

4. Drag the Table node  (the table who’s data you wish to view) from the Data Sources window to the form.
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Note 

	Some controls are automatically added to the form, and several components are created and added to the component tray beneath the form. Visual Basic creates components that connect to the database, manage retrieval and updating of data, and store the data in a local DataSet.


5. Select the DataGridView control, then in the Properties window, set the Dock property to Fill (click the center button).

This will expand the grid to fill the form.

6. Press F5 to run your program. 

The data from the table is displayed in the DataGridView control on the form. You can use the controls in the BindingNavigator (see image below),to navigate between rows, and even add or delete records. You can also make changes to the records by modifying the data displayed in the grid, but these changes will not be saved unless you click the Save Data icon. 
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To update your local database file

1. Open the Kbase project from the previous lesson.
2. In Solution Explorer, select Form1, and then on the View menu, choose Designer.

3. On the form, select the DatGridView control and delete it (the whole thing).
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4. In Solution Explorer, click the Data Sources tab.

5. In the Data Sources window, select the Kbase table, and then select Details from the drop-down list.

6. Drag the Kbase fields from the Data Sources window to the new form.

7. TextBox controls are added for each field in the table, along with Label controls describing the field
Repeat step 7 for all fields except the pkID field.

Next we want to change the fkID fields for Catname and User, to drop down lists or combo Boxes.

1. Select Combo Box from the toolbox, draw a rectangle, then add a label from the toolbox, call it either Category or UserName.
2. Open the  Data Sources panel, expand the KbaseDataSet and drag and drop the Category or User table onto the combo box on the form.
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Click on the small white box that has a very small black triangle on the combo box [image: image5.png]ase2 - Microsof
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4. A  Combobox Tasks window opens

5. Fill in the appropriate fields. No Selected Value is needed.

Next we need to add ADD DELETE and SAVE changes made to the Database.
This will be covered later in the year .
Connecting to an Existing Database using Visual Studio Express
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